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TEAMWORK IN THE BLUEBERRY INDUSTRY 
By the 
Growers, Processors, Research and 
Extension Personnel 
A 10-YEAR HISTORY 
1945-1954 
University of Maine 
Experiment Station - Extension Service 
College of Agriculture 
U N IVERSITY OF MA I N E 
Experiment Station - Ext ension Service 
Col~.sge of Agricult ure 
ORONO , IV.IAINE 
FOREWORD 
This is a brief history of ten year s of teamwork in 
the .blueberry industry, by growers, processor s , r esear ch and 
extension personnel. This resulted in t he establish.11ent of 
the Blueberry Hill fuq_)er i mental Farm at Jonesboro and a volun-
tary tax to provide f or mor e resear ch and extension work. 
That action took place f ollowing three years of low 
income caused by adverse insect and weather conditions. The 
need was real, the action positive , t he tean~1ork exceptional. 
The progress made to date proves the wisdom of that decision 
ten years ago. Further progress can be expected i·ri th the 
continued teamwork of all interests. 
J~uh1 
December 20, 1954 Dean and Director I 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
BlueberrJ Situation in 1944 ..............••......................•.. 
What Should Be Done - Meeting, December 1944 ••..•..•..•.•.....•.•••• 
List of those attending December Meeting ••••••••• 
Illustrations 
Approving the Leg is la ti on . ..•.••. -• •............... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1 -
3 -
30 
7 
Connnittee Named in the Acts....................................... 7 
Committee Appointed •••••••••••••••••••••••• .......................... 
Legislation 
Plans Made ....................................................... 
8 -
9 
3 
6 
9 
Decisions Concerning Provisions to Include in the Bills ••••••••••• 10 - 12 
Farm Purchase Act. . . • • . • • • . . . • • • • . . . . . . • • • • • • . • . • • • .• • . • • . . . . . • . . . • 31 32 
Act Imposing a Tax and Creating an Advisory Committee ••••••••••••• 33 36 
Selecting the Farm . • . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . l3 14 
Construe ti on of Building s . ............................... , . . . . . . . . . 15 - 17 
Capital Investments, Land and Buil dings............................. 17 
Illustrations 
Experimental Cottage and Laboratory •.•••••••••••••••••••••••• 18 
Additional Research Work in Green.11.ouse at Orono..... • • • • . • • • • • • • • • 18 
Arousing Interest in Work to Be Done •••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••• 19 - 20 
Change in Ad.rninistrators. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 
Progress 
Experimental Work...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 21 23 
Extension VJ erk.. . • . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • • 23 25 
Income and Expenditures, by Years, 1945-1954 ••.•••••••.•••••.••..••• 2$ • 26 
Conclusion • • . . . . . . • • • • • • • . . • • . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . • 27 
Comm.i.ttee Members 1946-19$4 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••...••• 28 - 29 
1ITSTORY OF TEA.HWORK FOR THE BLUEBER~Y INDUSTRY 
1944-19.54 
Blueberr.r Situation in 1944 
The blueberry area of this state has been thought of as centering 
in western Washington, Hancock, Waldo, Knox and Lincoln counties. There 
are other small and scattered areas in the state where blueberr.r production 
is of local importance and where it can be expanded. Census data, though 
very incomplete, were given about 1944 as follows: 
Washington County 
Hancock County 
Waldo County 
Knox-Lincoln Cou...~ty 
Number 
Blueberry Fa~ Acreage 
691 
324 
83 
4.50 
1,.548 
_9,423 
3,735 
1,239 
4,850 
19, 247 
While the actual number of farms and acreage as reported above is no doubt 
incomplete, yet the figures probably do represent the relative situation by 
counties. 
Income from blueberries in Was hington County especially represented 
then as it does now an important source of income .• 
In 1944 there was, and still is though to a less degree at present, 
incomplete knowledge relative to blueberry culture. While with most crops 
there is general knowledge of the best fertilizers to use, the best varieties 
to grow, the best methods of weed and pest control, not so with blueberries. 
Moreover, the techniques of harvesting and processing were and still are far 
from developed as completely as with many other crops. There was and is now 
no adequate and satisfactory crop reporting service and insufficient sta-
tistics for one to use as a basis of crop forecasting, trends and economic 
planning. 
2. 
Extension work with the blueber:r'"IJ grower elates back to about 1913. 
The limited scientific knowledge of blueberry culture available at that time 
prevented any widespread program of aid to the industryo However, the fol-
lowing Extension work was underway: the use of bees as pollinizers, soil 
testing, dusting service :Lnformation, emphasis on improving quality , pl1ases 
of. marketing largely through cooperative associations, and other efforts to 
aid the industry. 
Research work_, too, had been carried on in the more intensive b:::..ue-
berry areas. Dr. Frank Lathrop, as the representative of the u. s. Department 
of Agriculture, had devoted t wo years to the study of t he blueberry fruit fly 
in Washington County prior to becoming associated with the Agricultural E:c-
periment Station in 1934. While the range of research 1·mrk covered eight' or 
more different problems, yet such represented only t he partial time of a few 
individuals. Insufficient funds did not permit t he employment of an adequate 
staff to undertake the many complex problems recognized and unsolved. 
In the area referred to, practically all of the blueberries prior 
to 1940 were canned . A few were sol d as fresh fruit and a few were being 
frozen but at that time of no great com.rnercial importance. Until the late 
120 1s the canning was all done by independent operators to the number of 
eight to ten different companies. About t hat time four or more blueberry 
cooperatives were organized reducing, of course, the total volume being 
processed by independent companies and providing only a limited vol ume for 
each cooperative. The organization of these cooperatives created intense 
feeling and competition between the t wo groups. This fact should not be over-
looked in the important effect it had throughout the first part of the period 
covered by this report. It had to be taken into consideration in the 
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appointment of committees, the selection of the ::'arm, and the development of 
united action and support. 
As in many situations it is impossible to bring about a change or 
effect an important de-;relopment until an emergency arises. This proved true 
with the blueberry enterprise. It took three complete or localized crop 
f ;:,.-LJ.ures to bring about a willingness on the part of growers, packers and t he 
puolic to even consider united action to aid the industry as a whole. The 
partial failure of the crop in 1942 caused uneasiness in the industry. The 
small crop of 143 in certain localized aree.s brought forth additional concern. 
Yet it was not until t he almcst complete fai lure of the crop in 1944 t hat 
demands for assistance from growers and processors alike made action possible. 
There was only 3,.503,000 pounds of berries purchased by the processors in 1944 
--approximately one-fourth of a crop. Ray Atherton, the marketing specialist 
for the Extension Service, had reported these developments from time to time. 
He was working closely wi. th the processors, and the county agents w:L th the 
growers. 1-fany felt the time had come when some action must be taken, In 
fact, a request was made to call a meeting of growers and processors to dis-
cuss the situation and determine what, if anything, could be done to be of 
aid to an industry that had been so adversely affected by crop failures. 
What Should Be Done? 
On December 5, 1944, the Dean called a meeting in Ellsworth of 
men from the area earlier referred to. While the meeting was public in 
nature, yet it was not advertised generally, rather it was t hought best to 
invite a few of the leaders representing all segments of t he industry. 
About 40 individuals attended. There were nine representatives of the 
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independent processors, ten representatives of t he cooperatives, 14 growers 
and seven public officials. It shoul d, for clearness sake, be pointed out 
that those representati.ves of the independent and coop~~ative processors 
were like·wise growers 3.nd, therefore, acquainted with the problems of pro-
duct:lon. It is well also to mention that among the public officials attend-
i rig ;.rnre the President of the University of 11ai ne Arthur A~ Hauck, Dean and 
' DilL~ctor Arthur L. Deering, George Lord of the Extension Service, Director 
Free_ Griffee and Dr. Frank Lathrop of t he Experiment Station, HaTold Pierce, 
a trustee of the University and a banker with blueberrJ inter ests, Conunis-
sioner of Agriculture Carl R. S111ith, and t he county agents in t he area con-
cerned. Senator O.s car L,, Dunbar of Machias was present and Senator Fra.nk F c 
Washburn of Perry although intending to attend was unavoidably preveI'-ted 
from being present. 
Dr. Lathrop was called upon to discuss t he se1·ious outbreak of the 
black army cutworm that had been r esponsible in l ar ge part for the failure 
of the crop in 1944. This was followed with a description of extension work 
being done and needed to be done by George Lord. Then, Director Griffee 
outlined the research program underway. In the discussion that followed 
most of the questions asked related to some form of extension work or un-
answered research problems. The following are e:h.'tracts taken from the 
minutes of the meeting: 
What are the possibilities of getting a man to work as a specialist 
for the blueberry interests after the war? 
Could we raise the money among the blueberry interests? 
What would such a man cost? 
Can such a man serve four counties? 
The motion for a person connected with the College to devote full 
time to the blueberry interests woul d be very valuable 0 
I realize the tremendous J oad that county agents are carrying at 
the present timP ·' and ~.t uould seem essenti al th:=i.t a full-time 
specialist be e::iyiloyed t o supplement their efforts in working 
with t he indus t rJ and gr01-rnrs • 
I believe t he industry needs a man in the field to keep in close 
touch with the problerr.s . 
Believewe should improve our yield, but we need a specialist who 
can work closely with t he incl1 stry to show us how., 
Here are a few of the questions asked in the research field which 
inchcate many unsolved problems : 
Does the army wonr. work nore on new burns or on second year bushes? 
Can we transplant blu::;berry bushes to barren lands? 
Have you raised a plant from seed? 
Does mulch prevent winter injury? 
To what extent are you prepared to carry on r esearch with individual 
growers? 
Is the domestic bee good as a pollinizer? 
What about bumblebees? 
What is the effect of continuous applications of insecticides on 
bee population? 
Will the arrrr.r worm appear each year? 
Does freezing destroy insects? 
We need some research on blueber:ry soils. 
What is the experience regarding heavy burning? 
Senator Dunbar then called attention to the act that had established 
the Aroostook Experimental Farm. Both he and Senator \Jashburn had been mem-
bers of the legislature in 1913 when t he appropriation for t he establishment 
of the Aroostook farm was authorized. Both of t hese men were supporters of 
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that legislation. Senator Dunbar, moreover, sat directly opposite Senator 
George H. Smith, author of the Aroostook bill. Being good friends they worked 
jointly for its passag~. This former experience and S1:mator Washburn's 20 
years as Commissioner of Agriculture encouraged both men to consider favor-
ably the establishment of a b:.'..-.leberry experimental farm. At the Ellsworth 
m::·e. '.:1.ng Sena tor Dunbar e::x-plained the bill which he had prepared for the 
pu:: ~ll.as e of an experimental fJ.rm for blueberries. He said, 11 I wonder if it 
wo~Jd be well to have such a farm? Possi~ly the industry mi ght make some 
contribution." The diflcussion relating to this proposal, brie:Dly., can be 
reported as f ollous: 
\-Je are using illcgical me-':.hods in raising blueberries. It seems 
that a farm to carry on long-time research would be a dvi.sable 0 
It would be fine if we could have an experimental £'arm. It has 
cont~ibuted much in Aroostook County for t he potato industry 
and would find a fertile field in blueberry resee.rch 0 
The establishment of an expe:::·imental farm would be an excellent 
idea, but 1ve need a specialist to go along with it. 
Experimental work must be continued; whether it is on individual 
farms or on a Station farm is for you to decideo 
An expression of opinion as to the advisability of establishing a 
farm was then called for. A large majority of t hose present were in favor 
of such a move. At this point Dr. Hauck proposed t he appointment of a com-
mittee to consider the suggestion reGarding the estcblishment of a farm and 
also to consider other pertinent :'.)roposals that came out of t~1e meeting. A 
motion was made, seconded and carried t hat the chair appoint a cormnittee not 
to exceed ten in number with authority to take such action in line with t he 
discussion as in its judgment would seem justified to assist the industry. 
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Approving blueberry legislation, April 19, 1945. Sena tor Oscar H. Dunbar. Senator Frank P. Washburn , 
Governor Horace A. Hildreth . Representative Lew is H . Lackee, Councillor Frederick H. Bird. 
Original Committee Appointed December, 1944, Meeting with Dean D eering and Director Griffee 
to Di cuss Blueberry Resea rch and Service Work 
Left to right: Director Fred Griffee, Ru sell Mace, Charles A. Stewart, Henry Kontio, Co le Bridges, 
Dean A. L. Deering, Roy P. Allen, and G eo rge F. M a rston . Fred Bl ack was unable to be pre ent for the 
picture. 
a. 
Committee Appointed 
A great deal of thought and care was given to the selection of this 
connnittee. The independent packers were asked to suggest representatives 
from whom at least three might be chosen. Likewise, the cooperatives were 
asked to designate representatives satisfactory to their interests. Then 
after consulting with others the follmr.i.ng were designated as t he blueber:;.7 
comrni ttee ,- each was a prominent blueberr.r grower in his com.r:iuni ty. Wash-
ington County was represented by three members, Hancock County by two and 
Knox County by two. 
Russell Mace 
Roy Allen 
Fred c. Black 
Charles Stewart 
Cole Bridges 
Henry Kontio 
George Marston 
Northeastern Packing Co. 
G. and Ra Allen 
Black & Gay 
A. L. Stewart & Son 
Chandler River Coop. 
State of Maine Blueberry Growers 
Chandler River Coopo 
Aurora 
No. Sedgvr.i. ck 
Rockland 
Cherryfield 
Calais 
W. Rockport 
Jonesboro 
The committee as appointed held its first meeting December 19, 
another on December 29, 1944, both at Ellsworth, Haine, where many subse-
quent meetings were likewise held. At t he first meeting of the committee 
Russell Mace of Aurora was elected chairman and Fred c. Black of Rockland, 
secretary. 
This is a good time and place to indicate the interest a::.J.d help-
fulness of the coffi17littee in reaching decisions and assu..'Tiing the responsi-
bility for which they had been appointed. The personnel at the college, it 
is true, handled many of the details connected with this responsibility. The 
legislation relating to the industry tax bill was prepared there, the pub-
licity emanated from that source, the meetings were arranged by Extension 
:i:ersonnel, and many other details were attended to by those at the college 
best qualified to assist in forwarding this movement . However, a high per 
cent of the committee was always in attendance at the meetings, seldom was 
there even one absent. They paid their own expenses, reached conclusive 
decisions on all important matters and moreover were willing to assume the 
obligations necessary incident to t he responsibilities with which tl:.ey had 
been charged. The above personnel served also as an advisory conunittee as 
described under 11Legislation. 11 All comrni ttee members for the ten years are 
listed at the close of this report. 
Flans :Hade 
At t hese first meetings of the conrrnittee and attended also by 
Director Griffee, and Dean Dee:.:ing, the follmring plans were agreed upon. 
It was recognized, at the outset, that we must acquaint the public 1':ith 
developments, and interest the growers and processors in the undertaking we 
were about to pursue. In fact, a mailing list of the growers, processors, 
and others interested had been prepared and had been sent a letter reporting 
the result of the first meeting on December 5. Subsequent letters were sent 
to this list as events developed. News articles appeared in the press, and 
the American Agriculturist carried a front page, well illustrated article by 
Clarence Day, Extension Editor, under date of February 3. Copies of this 
were then sent to members cf the legislature and to the list of interested 
individuals that had been prepared 0 . 
At the first meeting of the committee it was agreed that county-
wide meetings should be arranged by the Extension Service and t hat members 
of the committee and certain personnel from the University should attend the 
meetings to explain the proposed legislation and the need for additional 
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research and extension work planned. It was felt that the county agent should 
serve as chairman for each area meeting until the group set up its own com-
mittee o Four county-wide meetings were held according to the following schedule: 
Jan. 3, 194.5 - Hanc ock Co., Ellsworth. Attendance 42. 
Jan. 4, 194.5 - Washington Co., JVT..achias. At tenc.ance 45. 
Jan. 5, 1945 - Haldo Co., Belfast. Attendance 25. 
Jan. 5, 19~.5 - Kno~-Lincoln Co., l!arren. Attendance l'.JO. 
Those attending these county meetings were favorable to the establishment of 
an experimental farm ancl. a voluntary tax to provide for additional research 
and extension work• 
Each of the seven committee members attended one or more of these 
meetings, Oscar Wyman, Extension C:rop Specialist, and Russell riace,j chairman 
of the com.-ni ttee, attended all meetings. The latter had served as a member 
of the legislature and knew of the importance of these meetings in answering 
many questions and clearing up misunderstandings that might exist, before the 
introduction of the necessary legislation. A county committee and chairman 
was selected at each meeting. 
Legislation 
Two bills were prepared and finally enacted. (See attached copies.) 
The first: 11An act to p:!'.'ovide for scientific investigation with blueberries." 
This was generally referred to as "The Farm Purchase Act. 11 The second : 11.An 
act imposing a tax of one and one-quarter mills per pound on blueberries for 
conducting research and extension work and otherwise improving the blueberry 
industry of the state." This has been referred to as 11 The Industry Tax Act. 11 
Ray Atherton, Extension Harketing Specialist, Director Griffee and 
Dean Deering assembled the necessary data, and prepared the proposed 
legislation for discussion by the committee. Senators Dunbar and Washburn 
were consulted regarding certain legal and technical aspects 0 It was agreed 
by all that the committse originally appointed following the December 5, 1944 
meeting should be named in the bill with authority for the purchase of the farm. 
The committee also decided to ask the 92nd Legislature meeting in 
1945 for an appropriation of (~25,000 (See Sec. 3 of the Farm Purchase Act) 
for the purchase of land, buildings, equipment "and for paying the necesc.:.:i.ry 
expenses in running and operating such farm during the biennium ending June 
JO, 1947.n An amount altogether too small as later events proved all too 
true. The "Industry Tax Billn included two or more provisions regarding 
which comments should be made 0 
The wording in Sec. 222 11 p1rrpose" resulted after a great deal of 
discussion by the committee, at subsequent meetings and otherwise. The dis-
cussion was largely concerned with the use to be made o~ the fund provided. 
Should they be used for advertising and promotional purposes or limitsd to 
additional research and extension work? Inasmuch as the amount of the tax to 
be collected would not be ample to provide for all needs it was generally 
agreed that the funds should be limited to the conduct of "scientific in-
vestigations and extension work relating to the pi~oduction, processing and 
marketing of blueberries grmm in the state •11 
Another part of this bill coming in for considerable discussion 
was Sec. 224--11 Ta..."{ of li mills per pound on blueberries, 11 - approximately 5 
cents per bushel. It was thought this Hould provide an inc ome of not less 
than ~~17,000 yearly. This has proven to be approximately correct although 
four out of ten years have produced a tax income of less than f.:il7 ,ooo and 
the 1953 crop an income of only ~~17 ,470. 
Another important paragraph in this bill is Sec. 232, Advisory Com-
mittee. This reads in part as follows: "There is hereby established a blue-
berry industry advisory committee of seven members who shall be appointed by 
the President of the University of Maine - - - each member shall be appointed 
for a 3-year term - - - Their duty shall be to work with the director of the 
Maine Agricultural Erperiment Station and the director of the Agricultural 
Extension Service in an advisory capacity 0 11 
It will be noted that this section designated a committee of seven, 
the same number as included in Sec. 2 of the farm purchase bill. This made 
possible the appointment of one committee to carry out the provisi ons of the 
two bills. Accordingly, in January 1946, PresiQent Arthur A. Hauck appointed 
the same seven members on the advisory committee as authorized for the pur-
chase of the farm 0 Russell Hace was also elected as chairman of this committre • 
While the term of office of the advisory comrnittee members was orig-
inally limited to three years, this section was amended in 1951 to permit a 
five-year term. (See Chapter 189, Public Laws of t he State of Maine of 19.51.) 
Senator Frank P • Uashburn of Washington County was asked to intro-
duce the bill for the purchase of the experimental farm and Representative 
Lewis H. Lackee of Uashington County to introduce the Industry Tax bill,. 
Only one change in the bills as submitted was necessary. Governor 
Horace Hildreth insisted that the net revenues, if any, derived from the farm 
each fiscal year should be paid over to t he treasurer of the state. When ~1e 
contacted Dean Deering on t his point the latter agreed very )romptly to that 
proposal. Sec. 7 of the act 11Repayment11 was then added. It is exceedingly 
doubtful if this or any other research farm will be blessed with Hnet 
revenues." Both bills passed the legislature without opposition and were 
signed by Governor Hildreth on April 19, 194.5 in the presence of Senator 
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Dunbar, Senator Washburn, Representative Lackee and C01.u1cillor Frederick Bird. 
All members of the committee and rr:.o.ny in the legisJ.a ture 1-mrked for 
the passage of the above bills. Russell Mace himself spent much time and 
effort at his own expense in Augusta and elsewhere in the interest of this 
legislation. 
Selecting the Farm 
As previously noted the t wo acts were signed on April 19, 1945. The 
following Tuesday, April 24, the first of a series of conunit t ee meetings was 
held to select the property to be i::urchased and to devel op interest among 
growers and the industry in t his expanded research and extension program of 
the future. 
Director Griffee, at the April 24 meeting, presented r equirements 
that seemed desirable to consider in the selection of satisfactory farm 
properties. Considerable disagreement arose among the committee as to the 
property that should be purchased.. However, agreement i;-ra.s reached on the 
following points: (1) That t he farm should be in Washington County; (2) 
that it should contain about 40 acres, preferably in one block; (3) that it 
should be on a good road, if possible u. s. Highway number one. 
The different opinions that developed, relative to the farm to be 
purchased, resulted in a request t hat a college committee be appointed to re-
view all prospective properties before the same were visited by the Industry 
Committee. The college committee appointed consisted of Maurice D. Jones, 
Professor of Farm Management and in charge of the management of the Universi ty 
farm; Dr• Frank Lathrop who had had long years of experience with blueberry 
work in Uashington County ; and Dr. Joseph A. Chucka, Agronomist in the Agri-
cultural Experiment Station and one of t he f oremost authorities in the North-
east on soil and fertilizer requirements as well as research work in these 
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fields. Russell Mace, chairman of the IndustrJ Committee, furnished transpor-
tation for these men and visited all properties with the~. The college com-
mittee visited five farms that seemed the more desirable and submitted a 
written report on May 14, 1945. These farms were then visited on IIay 31 by the 
Industry Committee, Dr. Griffee and Dean Deering. Altho'.lgh the fc.:rms uere so.t-
isfactory in some respects, they either could not be purchased with the money 
available or were found unsatisfactory in certain essential requirements. 
It had originally been thought that no difficulty would be experi-
enced in finding property suitable for an experimental farm. However, such 
did not prove to be the case with the result that advertise~ents were carried 
in the Bangor papers tr-ying to secure offers of farm properties. ?hese ad-
vertisements produced few replies and no farm suitable for research purposes 
was secured by this effort. Members of the com:.nittee ·were also asked to try 
and locate desirable farms. 
The advertisements, efforts of the committee and of others resulted 
in 12 possible farms which again ·were visited by the college personnel re-
ferred to~ Written reports on each property were again prepared. There ap-
peared only four that might be considered by the Industry Committee though 
not one possessed all of the qualifications desired. The committee visited 
several of these properties. Again strong differences developed within the 
committee. The absence of one member at any meeting was sufficient to swing 
the majority vote for or against a property being considered. One of the 
more desirable properties considered was the so-called Sullivan farm located 
on u. s. highway No. 1, about two and one-half miles from Columbia Falls and 
approximately the same distance from Jonesboro., This property had quite 
uniform soil characteristics, situated on a high level plateau, all in one 
block of about 30 acres, and with a fairly uniform stand of plants. However, 
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there were these serious objections. There ·were no buildings whatever on the 
property nor nearby, no water supply, and electricity was two and one-half 
miles from the farm. It was finally decided to purcha3e this property if it 
could be bought for (~ 2_,000 and not to exceed $2,500. The chairman, Russell 
Mace, at a meeting of the committee on December 5, 1946 was authorized to 
proceed with the details of acquiring the property if it could be obtained e.t 
the figure set. He was also authorized to em~Jloy an architect and proceed 
with the const2'.'Uction of the necessary buildings in accordance with plans pre-
pated by college personnel. 
On January 3, 1946, Mr. Mace indicated that he had received an option 
on the land, acquiring five adjacent parcels to compose a block of about 30 
acres. 
Thus it was that in the space of approximately a year's time neces-
sary legislation to purchase a farm had been accomplish:.;;d together with the 
passage of a bill that would permit the industr;,r to tax itself for additional 
research and extension work. It took t wice as long to select the farm as it 
did to secure t he passage of t he two legislative billso 
Construction of Buildings 
Under authorization from the committee Nr. I"lace was to (1) take 
responsibility for obtaining plans for the buildings , obtaining bids if 
necessary, ( 2) supervise the construction of the bui lding s eniring the neces-
sary lumber and other materials wherever available, (3) see to t he extension 
of a power line to the farm, and (4) ma!-ce pro\1.sion for water to be used at 
the farm. He was to receive ~rl2.00 per day for actual ti:ne on the job plus 
travel expenses at six cents per mile for use of his car. The cost of his 
time and travel to be paid by the Experiment Station. 
16. 
As chairman of the committee Russ was well informed of the thinking 
of the conunittee and the limited amount of funds available for construction 
purposes. Moreover, he had recently rebuilt his own home lost by fire and 
knew better than most the difficulties faced and how to overcome them. In 
this connection it should be recalled that in 1946 we vrere still operating 
under war restrictions and shortages of everything,- labor, lumber, supplies 
and equipment of all ~inds . To recall a few of these handicaps, the follou-
ing are mentioned: 
1. As the funds for const ruction resulted from a state appropriation, 
the plans had to be prepared and cleared through the State 5uper-
intendent of Buildings, alt11ough constructed as they were under 
the direction of the University of l1aine it was not necessary to 
submit them to bids. 
2. The government denied us building priority for the project but 
permitted us to obtain materials without priority when and if 
such could be secured. 
3. It became impossible to obtain immediately an extension of the 
power line and, therefore, necessary to purchase a farm unit 
generating plant to provide electricity until the line could be 
secured. 
4. It was impossible to secure a well-drilling outfit and therefore 
necessary to try driving a sandpoint for water. 
5. House gutters and soil pipes were unobtainable as well as some 
other metal and equipment 0 
The general plans for the house were prepared by Constance Burgess, 
Extension Home YJ.a.nagement Specialist. Those for the laboratory were prepared 
by Edward Foss, Extension Agricultural Engineer, in consultation with station 
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personnel. These drawings were then submitted to t he architect and with some 
revisions were approved by the cormnittee 0 
At the end of 1946 the buildings were nearly completed. It is true 
that no progress had b"38n made on t he power line but a portable generating 
unit had been installed. The Bangor Hydro-Electric Co. agreed t o extend a 
line to the farm approximately 2! miles for a cost of ~?41Q25 a month for 60 
months. Electricity used up t o the amount of the payment to be accounted f or 
within that figure. Gutters on the house had not been installed nor were soil 
pipes obtainable. A well had been drilled , however , to a depth of 167 feeto 
It was early recognized that with steadily increasing costs the small 
appropriation of ~~ 25,000 for the purchase of the farm and equipment, and the 
erection of buildings would be entirely inadequate. An opinion was therefore 
sought from the attorney general regarding the l egali t-y· of using, in part , 
blueberry tax funds for this purpose. The attorney general gave as his opin-
ion that the use of the blueberry tax f unds is left to the dis cretion of the 
University trustees. Accordi ngly, about (~10, 000 of the funds were eventually 
added to the initial appropriation, making a total of approximately (?35,000 
for capital investments, expended as follows : 
Brief Summary of Capital Investment 
July 1, 1947 
1. Buildings including heating , l ighting , and plumbing 
a. Residence y ... ....................... .......... . ~.P 9, 898. 00 
b. Labor· a tory . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20, 897 . 00 
Total in buil dings •••••••••••••••••• JO, 795 .oo 
2 • Land .••••••••••••.••.•..•.•••••.•••.•.•••....••••.•... 2, 500. 00 
3. Roads and grounds ..• , •....•.....................•..•• 480.06 
24.oo 
1,259.13 
4. Cesspool construction ••••••••••••••••··············• 
5. Well ......................... ' ..................... . 
Total Capital Investment ............. ~;;35, 058 .19 
1J The apportionment of the to~al cost of buildings to the 
Residence and to t he La.borato:r-.r was largely on the basis 
o:t: the cubic footage o.f t he two buildingso 
Blueberry Hill Experimental Farm at Jonesboro, 
Cottage and Laboratory 
Advisory Committee Meeting in the Greenhouse at Orono 
where additional research work is conducted 
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Arousing Interest 
As described in the first part of t his report plans were early made 
to keep the public informed of difficulties and developments as they occurred. 
In addition to the methods already described other steps were taken as follous.o 
On August 15, 1945 a dinner meeting of 35 representatives of the 
blueberry industry and college personnel -.-ms held in Ellsworth. Dr. Clark of 
the New Jersey E:cperiment Station, an authority on blueberry cu~ture, was the 
speaJrnr and i terns of interest to growers and processors were discussed. 
A couple of other st eps taken of real i mportance to the industry 
were the following. The trustees of the University of Haine ga·re permission 
to increase the membership of the Agricultural .Advisory Council to permit the 
representation in that body of sor.m one from the bl ueberI"'J industry. Russell 
Mace was appointed in 194.5 for a five-year term. Also, in 1946, the Farm and 
Home Week Cormni. ttee of t he University set up a section in its program. especial-
ly for the blueberry grower and processor. These t wo steps were further recog-
nition of the importance of this industry and desire to give this nelJ child 
the opportunities com.man to other agricultural enterprises. 
On October 1, 1946 the first blueberry field day ever held in this 
state took place at Jonesboro. The forenoon was spent in visiting the experi-
mental farm and plots as laid out the preceding year. The afternoon meeting 
was attended by e.bout 200 men and women. One of the speakers made the follow-
ing statement at this meeting: 
"This is the first field day of its kind to be held in Haine, a blue-
berry field day. We've come a long, long way in the l ast two years. 
To most of you the progress may seem slow, yet t he foundation has been 
soundly laid. DUl1 ing these t wo yea:.~s ·He have secured t he enactment of 
two laws for additional blueberry resear ch and Extension work; we have 
purchased an experimental f arm; we i1ave secured additional personnel for 
research work and got some resear ch underway; we have a laboratory and 
cottage ·nearly completed and of as much importance the industry has 
learned, or I believe it has, that it can accomplj_si1 much more by work-
ing together than it can each man for himself. 
"Progress during these first few years will be slm·J. The baby aJJ-rnys 
learns to creep and then to walk befo1·e it ::;oes pl aces. Research work 
too is slow, methodical and painstaking. You must expect few results 
immediately• 
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"On the other hand you as individual growers need not wait for research 
work. You can bfgin experimenting ·yourself. You can try diff erent 
methods, fertilizers , weed control_, sawdust mulches, snow fences and 
many other ideas for improving the yi eld and quality of your crop . 
ll\rJe are on the threshold of a new day, of new opportunities, new 
possibilities. Let us make the most of them by unitedly working for 
the advancement of this area and our industry." 
Dr. George M. Darrow of the Agricultural Research Service, Beltsville, 
Maryland, was the principal speaker . Dr. Darrow with a world-wide reputation 
in research relating to the breeding and i mprovement of blueberr ies brought to 
those present an astonishing list of possible developments and offers of 
invaluable cooperation. 
As another means of arousing interest in the experimental farm the 
comm ttee decided to conduct a contest to select a name for it. The contest 
plan was drawn up by personnel at t he college . The conditions permitted L~-H 
members and students enrolled in grade and hi gh schools in Maine to compete. 
The Maine Farm Bureau Federation, now t he Extension Association, offered 16 
prizes totaling ~~5o.oo with the first prize of (~20,00 and t he second of ~~10.00 
and others of smaller amounts• Through the means of county extension person-
nel and by splendid press and radio support, much information was given out 
not only regarding the contest but also where the farm was located, the pur-
pose for which it was to be used, description of some of the research work to 
be conducted and the names of the other experimental farms in Maine. There 
were a total of 1011 different participants. Twent y-two of t hese suggested 
the v..rinning name of Blueberry Hill Farm. Hashington County children alone 
submitted 752 names. 
21,, 
Change in Administrators 
On October 31, 1951 Dr. Fred Grif:!:ee, Directo:::' of the Agricultural 
Experiment Station, suddenly passed away. He had been associated with the 
Maine Station for more than 23 years and as its Director since April 17, 19hl. 
His good judgment, ability and cooperative attitude had contributed greatly 
to the expansion of research work with blueberries. 
On November 10, 1951 Dr. George F. Dow, formerly Assistant Director, 
was promoted to the position of Associate Direct.or. He had previously had 
much responsibility for blueberry research work and was conversant with the 
administrative details connec-':,ed t:1erew'i th . The 1·rork tl:lerefore proceeded 
with the minimum of chanee and reduction in effectiveness. 
Progress of Experimental vfork 
Early in 1946 the Advisory Committee recorrnnended the employment of 
a farm superintendent. Accordingly, Gleason W. Hilson, a graduate of the 
College of Agriculture, was employed as of Hay, the 16th. He resigned 
October 31, 1948. On November 15, Irvin c. Hason,, the present superintendent, 
was employed. 
At a meeting of the Advisory Committee on June 4, 1946, Director 
Griffee outlined briefly an enlarged research progran1. It is included here 
as it may become of increasing interest as the years go by. 
1. Studies with fertilizers and mulches. Staff--Trevett, Libby, Hitz. 
2. Plant propagation. Staff--Hitz, Trevett, Bailey. 
3. Insect control -- studies begun last year are continuing - will 
enlarge program when funds warrant an additional staff member 
with entomological trai..ning and background in plant pathology• 
Staff--Lathrop, Hawkins. 
4. Disease control -- only preliminary studies can be made this year. 
When funds warrant e:;nployment of staff memoer under 3 above, he 
will initiate new studies in this field. Staf~-Folsom . 
S. Breeding and Propagation -- Strains collected by Chandler and 
Hason will be transferred to the I:xperimental Fa.:r::il and tes~ed 
for various d-::.sirable characters. Methods o.f rropagation also 
will be tested. Staff--Hitz, Trevett, B~iley 0 
6. Weed control studies uill be started using so!lle of the new 
chemicals such as 2-4-D. Staff--Steinbauer, Prince , Trev8tt. 
Experimental work as thus described was begun at once in six dis-
tinct lines of work. Moreover, the nine different staff members assigned 
to these studies were among the best on the station payroll, well trained 
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and experienced. l;Jhile they could gi ve only part time to blueberry research, 
yet the end result was greater immediate progress, at less cost, than an in-
experienced staff of half that number working full time in this field. 
Blueberry research work has grown and e~~anded greatly since Dr• 
Griffee outlined the program in 1946, yet in general 1;i thin the nine areas 
he described. 
Some of the greatest progress has occurr ed in the insect and disease 
control area. Likewise, weed control work with the new herbicides hc..s shown 
equal progress. The development of new and improved varieties is proceeding 
most faborably. The introduction of the highbush test plots promises a 
development that in future years may be more fully utilized by the grower 
and provide the industry with an income in excess of the entire cost of the 
tax. A total of 620 new seedlings of highbush varieties have been started 
in the farm nursery. 
Several newer lines of research work have been started as irri-
gation experiments, pruning, processing and handling . A notable success 
has been achieved in the development of a high-quality canned blueberry pie 
filling. 
As results of research work are re:"Jorted yearly, there is little 
occasion to describe completely or in detail the pro: ress made during t his 
10-year period. 
Progress of Extension Work 
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The importance of additional extension work was early recognized as 
a necessary step in creating interest and acquainting all segments of the 
industry with the work being done and to be undertaken. 
As pointed out earlier in this report the Extension Service had been 
carrying on work of benefit to the industry for 30 yea1·s or more before the 
passage of the two bills referl'ed toe The enactment of t :1ese bills created 
interest among growers and proces::iors and made possible some increase in t his 
service . Houever, it seemed best to devote all blueberry tax funds during the 
first years at least to resear (:h work. The slowness with which additional 
truths can be determined and t he necessity of having more factual information 
on blueberry management see;ned to make this a logical decision. 
Hm-Jever, the need for more extension personnel existed. To meet the 
situation Ralph Uentworth was released from his Knox-Lincoln County Agent posi-
tion for the summer months beginning in 1947 to take on this assignment. His 
salary, travel, supplies, etc., during t hose first several years, were paid 
entirely or in large part from regular extension funds. For 27 years Ralph 
had served as the Knox-Lincoln County Agent. He knew ho'>J to work with people, 
he had been carrying on extension work with blueberries for many years and, 
therefore, was an excellent choice for t his assignment. This general plan 
for his employment for appro::ximately five months year3..y has prevailed with the 
exception of 1948 and 1953. No additional personnel was employed in 1948. 
In 1953, when Wentworth was not available, Richard Johnson, an Agronorey student· 
at the University of Maine, was employed for two months to set up weed control 
demonstrations on farms throughout the state (actually test plots). 
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To bring about improved methods and practices among growers and proc-
essors, tJentworth and other extension per.'.3onnel made use of the foL1owing: 
1. Individual and circular letters. 
2. News articles, radio, circulars. 
3. Meetings, farm calls, tours. 
4. Demonstrations. 
One does not need to summarize these various acti vi tj_es as they have 
been reported elsewhere, yet the importance of these several steps in effect-
ing changes in practices cannot be overlooked. One illustration that could be 
cited was the series o:f county-wide meetincs where the dinners for those at-
tending were provided by the canners. Not only does ti1is cooperation empha-
size the need and values attached to these meetinf; S but such develoi_Jed good 
will among the processors and t;rouers alike. Following one of these meetings 
in Oxford County in 1949, eight vJinnowing machines uere purchased. Also, 
twice as many berries wei~e processed that year by one company in that county 
as in the previous year 0 
Demonstrations lilrnwise have been an important method of bringing 
about changes in practices. These have consisted of dusting demonstrations_, 
weed control, lime and fertilizer trial plots and other of a less common nature . 
There were a total of 124 weed control plots started in 1953 on 61 
farms in eight counties. Each grower used one, two or three of the f ollo·t·tlng 
methods: (1) area spraying, (2) glove treatment, and (3) stub treatment~ These 
will be reported in detail at the end of this year. However, Wentworth did 
report, August 30, 1954, - 11We·ed killers are practical but growers must under-
stand that such is not 100 per cent perfect . There uill always be weeds in 
blueberry fields and they vtlll always have to be eliminated by spraying , 
cutting or both. 11 
Spraying and dusting for insects and disease has generally become 
more extensively used by the grower than any one of the newer recommendations. 
In 19.51 Wentm rth reported, "Dusting for both insects and disease is becoming 
a common practice among growers. 11 The emphasis now seems to be more upon the 
material to use, the time of application and t horoughness with which the 
material is applied. 
Income and EXpenditures 
Related to the Blueberry Tax 
The table below will show the income and eJ...rpendi tures as related to 
the blueberry tax. In addition to the indus try funds there have been mone:-s 
of State and Federal origin for blueberry work,- amounted to about ~~14,ooo 
for the year ending June 30, 1953 . 
Crop Net Tax Farm Total Budget Actual 
Year Income Income Income A :ppr~ve~ _ _E:z:pens ~:-
1945 $10,000# (' /' r'· 650 ~~ 1,250 y ~~10,000 ~~ 
1946 14,641 JJ.~,641 21,877 21,720 
1947 15,459 Sl3 16,272 12,527 13,682 
1948 22,101 1,277 23,378 19,930 20,303 
1949 24,323 1,362 25,685 21,000 18,782 
1950 20,527+ 223 20,750 24,617 2L~, 231 
1951 34,381 1,182 35,563 25,000 24,707 
1952 14,729++ 293 15,022 29,000 21,735 
1953 17,470 1,220 18,690 23,000 22,498 
1954 33' 200-l~ 800-l~ 34, 000-l~ 24,ooo 24,000-l~ 
For Extension Work: 1948 ~)379 
191.i.9 320 
1950 2,887 
195'1 2) 814 
1952 1, 730 
1953 650 
1954 1,080 
#Allotted from the 1945 tax income. 
+Of 1950 income, ~)671 was late payment on 1949 crop; 
++of 1952 income, about $800 was late payment on 195'1 crop. 
-::-Estimated 
-Ra serve end 
of year 
~~ 8,750 
1,671 
4,261 
7,336 
14,239 
10, 758 
21,614 
14,901 
11,093 
7 ,34Y~ 
It will be noticed that the net tax income has ranged from ~.il4,6l+l 
for the 1946 crop to 034,381 for the 19)1 crop . There has been only four 
years when the tax has produced :;j21,ooo or more, and t he remaining years of 
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less income with an average for the nine crop ~:rears of 1946 to 19.54 inclusive 
of ~?21,872. 
The income from the experimental farm is small and no doubt will 
continue such. The purpose of research work is to find the answers to prob-
lems perplexing the grower, not to produce a profit. E:q:Jeriments wit h certain 
dusts, weed control methods, fertilizers, burning, etc., may actually reduce 
the yield but the results obtained could save the grower from losses and 
increase his profits. 
The budgets as approved have averaged for the nine years, 1946-54, 
$22,328. In four of these years expenses have exceeded the income. There-
fore, caution will be needed in preparing budgets as a succession of less 
than normal crops may lead to financial diffic'.llties. Moreover, the time 
may soon be approaching when results of research work will have progressed 
sufficiently to make advisable an increase in the allotment for extension 
•·rnrk .. 
The last column indicates the ari1ount of reserves at the end of each 
year. At the Jnne 4 meeting in 1946, Charles Stewart, a most helpful menber 
of the original farm and industry committee, pointed out the need of build-
ing a reser ve and suggested that in the good income years such should be 
created in order to maintain funds for the continuation of research and 
extension work during the years of less than a normal crop. Dr. Griffee 
and Dean Deering implemented this proposal agreeing to set aside surplus 
funds from year to year with the thought in mind t hat an amount at least 
equal to a normal year's expenses should be established and placed in a 
restricted account at the University. The wisdom of these decisions can 
readily be seen when the income from the smaller crop years of 1946, 1947, 
1950, 1952 and 1953 is notedo 
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Conclusion 
Out of the failure of the blueberry cr ops in 1942-43 and 1944 there 
was born a demand for more research and extension work, This resu2.ted in 
legislation to purchase and equip an experimental farm and to impose a volun-
tary tax on the growers of berries to provide for additional research and 
extension work. 
The Blueberry Hill Experimental Farm at ,Jonesboro has been operat-
ing nmv- for ten years. Additional extension work too has focuqed the grmrers' 
attention upon research res'J.lts and i nproved practices. 
Spraying and dusting for insects and disease, and the use of chem-
ical weed killers are becoming standard practices. Muci1 other work is still 
in the experimental or trial stage, yet offer many encouraging possibilities. 
Hithout doubt one of the most beneficial results that has occurred 
during these ten years has been the g1~owing int erest in scientific work and 
in the belj_ef that · here in the blueberry industry there is as great possi-
bilities for advancement as has already taken place in other agricultural 
enterprises. The spirit too of cooperation betueen the grower and processor 
has advanced the co1mnon interest of each and the industry as a whole. 
The next ten years should see a notable increase in the develop-
ment and use of scientific truths and resulting growth and prosperity to 
the industry. 
Members of the 
Industry Tax Advisory Committees 
The members of the Industry Advisory Committee during this 10-year 
p:iriod, their address, county, and term of office are herewith included . At 
the end of this year a total of 22 differe~t men have served on these com.rnit-
tees and given freely of their time and experience. The first nam,~d conuni ttee 
ser ved also in relation to the legislation for the purchase of t he farm and 
the erection of buildings. 
Name 
Committee for 1946~~ 
Fred c. Black, Sec. 
Henry Kontio 
Roy Allen 
Cole Bridges 
Rus e 
George F. Marston 
Charles Stewart 
Committee for 1947 
Roy Allen ~ 
Cole Bridges 
Russell Mace, C, • 
George F. Marston 
Charles Stewart 
Frederick H. Bird, 
Ivan Scott 
Committee for 1948 
Address 
Rockland 
West Rockport 
North Sedgwick 
Calais 
r 
Jonesboro 
Cherryfield 
North Sedgwick 
Calais 
Aurora 
Jonesboro 
Cherryfield 
Rockland 
Waldoboro 
Russell Mace, Ch., W Aurora 
George F. Harston~ Jonesboro 
Charles Stewart A-~:,.\, A1Cherryfield 
Frederick H~i~d;'~~ec. Rockland 
I van Scott Waldoboro 
Malcolm P e No:y s ~ Franklin 
Sherwood Prout Lubec 
Committee for 1949 
Frederick H. Bird, s~. · 
I van Scc;i.tt... 
Mal colm P. ~ 
Sher i.rood Pr~ Ch. 
Fred A? D eMeyer 
J. Hollis WYman 
c. Hilder Smith 
Rockland 
Waldoboro 
Franklin 
Lu·oec 
Ellsworth Falls 
Mill.bridge 
Cutler 
County 
Knox 
Knox 
Hancock 
Washington 
MaReeok -
Uashington 
Washington 
Hancock 
Hashing ton 
Hanc ock 
Hashington 
Washington 
Knox 
Lincoln 
Hancock 
Washington 
Washington 
Knox 
Lincoln 
Hancock 
l:Jashington 
Knox 
Lincoln 
Hancock 
Washington 
Hancock 
Hashing ton 
Washington 
Term to Expire 
December 31 
1946 "" 
1946~ 
1947....-
1947....-
J:"J±+B 
1948 ../ 
1948 ~ 
1947 
1947 
1948 
1948 
1948 
1949 ~ 
1949 / 
1948 
1948 
1948 
1949 
1949 / 
19)0 .,, . 
19)0 ~ 
1949 
1949 
1950 
19)0 
1951 / 
19.51 v / 
19.51 v' 
*The committee that was also authorized to purchase the experimental farm. 
Name 
Committee for 1950 
Halcolm P. Noyes · 
Sherwood Prout, Ch. 
Fred A. DeMeyer 
J. Hollis Wyman, Sec. 
c. Uilder Smith 
Edward c. Cutting 
Albert V • Orff 
Committee for 19)1 
Fred A. DeNeyer 
J • Hollis 'Hyman, Sec. 
c. Wilder Smith, C!1. 
Edward c. Cutting 
Albert V. Orff 
Osmon N .. Merrill 
Frank T. Higgins 
Committee for 19~2 
J. Hollis Hyman, Sec. 
c. Wilder Smith, Ch. 
Edward c. Cutting 
Albert V • Orff 
Frank T. Higgins 
Osmon N. Merrill 
Donald Gurney 
Committee for 1953 
Edward c. Cutting, Ch. 
Albert V 0 Orff 
Frank ~. Higgins, Sec. 
Osmon N. Merrill 
Donald Gurney 
Charles Chase 
George W. Frye 
Committee for 1954 
Albert v. Orff, Ch. 
Frank T. Higgins, Sec. 
Osmon N • Merrill 
Donald Gurney 
Charles Chase 
George W~ Frye 
Leeman Oxton 
tt/UA' ~ 
~ ·J~ ~(u 
Address 
Franklin 
Lubec 
Ellsworth Falls 
liillbridge 
Cutler 
Rockport 
\Jarren 
Ellsworth Falls 
Mill bridge 
Cutler 
Rockport 
i;Jarren 
Ellsworth 
Machias 
Mill bridge 
Cutler 
Rockport 
Warren 
Machias 
Ellsworth 
Belfast 
Rockport 
Warren 
Machias 
Ellsworth 
Belfast 
Kennebunk 
Harrington 
Warren 
Machias 
Ellsworth 
Belfast 
Kerm.e bu.c"'lk 
Harrington 
West Rockpo~t _ . / 
JhJ<l"7-A-' -
~v 
Hancock 
Washington 
Hancock 
Hashington 
Hashing ton 
Knox 
Knox 
Hancock 
Was:ungton 
Uashington 
Knox 
Knox 
Hancock 
~fashington 
\'Jashington 
ifashington 
Knox 
Knox 
Washington 
Hancock 
Waldo 
Knox 
Knox 
Washington 
Hancock 
Waldo 
York 
Washington 
Knox 
Washington 
./Hancock 
Ha:::..do 
York 
Washington 
Knox 
Term to Expire 
December 31 
1950 
1950 
1951 
1951 
19~::.. 
19.)2 '-""' 
1952 / 
1951 
1951 
1951 
1952 
1952 
1953.L.. / 
1953.V 
1952 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1954 
1955 > 
19.?6 ./ 
1953 
1954 
1954 
1955 
1956 oL 
1957 
1957v4 
1954 
195v 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1957 ~ 
19)8 v 
Attendance at Blueberry r'ieeting 
Ellsworth, Maine 
December 5, 1944 
_N_a_m_e ___________ A_d_dr_e_s_s ___________ R_e~p_r_ese~ta ti ve of 
George W. Frye 
Chester c. Curtis 
Donald M. White 
Albert Orff 
Carl Fales 
Harold H. Pierce 
Arthur A. Hauck 
B. B. Tibbetts, Jr. 
T. S. Bird 
F. H. Bird 
Oscar H. Dunbar 
Morris Tibbetts 
George F. Marston 
Cole Bridges 
Curtis Palmeter 
Harvey Leach 
L. W. Blodgett 
H. B. Phillips 
George D. Carlisle 
Russell Mace 
c. L. Farmer 
H. H. Brown 
G. B. Frey 
Carl A. Rogers 
w. Edwin Potter 
Selim Rucharnaa 
Ivan M. Scott 
H. Lo Worcester 
F. H. Lathrop 
Fred C. Black 
Fred Griffee 
Carl R. Smith 
Henry Kontio 
J. A. Pitman 
Roy P. Allen 
E. s . Hermit 
A. 1$ Deering 
E. M. Frye 
F. H. Stewart 
George E. Lord 
Harrington 
II 
II 
Warren 
Friendship 
Bangor 
Orono 
Columbia Falls 
Rockland 
II 
Machias 
Columbia Falls 
Jonesboro 
Calais 
Charlotte 
Penobscot 
II 
Ellsworth 
Bangor 
Aurora 
Orland 
Sedg,·rick 
Orland 
Ellsworth 
Machias 
Rockland 
Waldoboro 
Harrington 
Orono 
Rockland 
Orono 
Augusta 
W. Rockport 
Belfast 
N .. Sedgwick 
Brooksville 
Orono 
Harrington 
Cherryfield 
Orono 
Frye Realty Company 
Riverside Ca::1 .. ning Company 
I! II II 
Grower 
It 
Guest - Trustee 
University of Haine 
Pleasant Tii.ver 
lfodomak Canning Company 
II II II 
Lawyer, State Senator 
Pleasant River Canning Co. 
Chandler Iliver Cooperative 
Grower 
Grower. Representative to 
Legislature 
Grower 
Hancock County Canning Co. 
Grower 
II 
Northeastern Packing Co. 
Grower 
Ill 
II 
County Agent 
It II 
Grower 
State of Naine Blueberry 
Gro·wers 
Grouer 
Experiment Station 
Black & Gay Canners , Inc. 
Experiment Station 
Department of Agriculture 
State of Haine Blueberry 
Growers 
Grower 
II 
Ca_nner and grower 
University of Haine 
Grouer and packer 
A. L. Stewart & Sons 
Extension Service 
30. 
c 
0 
p 
y 
STATE OF MAI NE 
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINE'l'EEN mrnDRED 
FORTY-FIVE 
S. P. 72--L. D0 68 
AN ACT to Provide for Scientific Investigation with Blueberries 
Be, it enacted by the People of the State of Mai ne , as follows: 
Sec. 1. Scientific inves4:,igations; experimental blueberry farm. The 
Maine agricultural experiment station shall conduct scientific investigations 
bearing especially upon t he cultivation, harvesting, processing and market-
ing of blueberries, and to t his end, t here shall be purchased, stocked and 
equipped for the use and benefit of said experiment station, a suitable 
experimental blueberry farm, situate as t he committee on selection and pur-
chase hereinafter named shall determine. 
Sec. 2. Committee of selection and purchase. Roy Allen of North Sedgwick; 
Fred c. Black of Rockland; Col e Bridges of Calais; Henry Kontio of West 
Rockport; Russell Mace of Aurora; George F o lfarston of Jonesboro and Charles 
Stewart of Cherryfield are hereby made and constituted a committee of se-
lect ion and purchase, and as such committee ar e l".areby aathori zed, instructed 
and directed to select and purchase, in t he name of the state of Hai ne, such 
land for an experimental blueberry farm as said committee may deer.1 needful, 
necessary and appropriate f or the purpose aforesaid. If there should be any 
vacancy in said cormni ttee caused by death, resic;nation or otherwise, the 
governor shall fill any such vacancy by appointment. The members of said 
committee shall not be entitled to receive any compensation from the state 
for their services under t he provisions of t his section. 
Sec. 3. A ppropria ti on. The sum of ~;; 25, 000 shall be and hereby is ap-
propriated from the unappropriated surplus account for t he purpose of 
purchasing land for a farm as aforesaid, for stocking and equip) ing the 
same, erecting any and all necessary buildings on t he same, making repairs 
on buildings and for paying t he necessary ex,;_)enses in running and operating 
such farm during the biennium ending June 30, 1947. Said committee shall 
have full power and authority to determine how mucl1 of said sum shall be 
expended and used for each of the ~urposes stated and named in this section. 
Sec. 4. Supervision, management and control. The Haine agricultural 
experi ment station s hall have t he general supervision, management and 
control of such farm, and of all experiments and investigations conducted 
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thereon, and may, if it sees fit or deems it best, authorize any agent or 
agents of the United States department of agriculture to conduct experi-
ments upon such farm, upon s""Jch term3 as it. deems best_. 
32. 
Sec.. 5. Payment of expenses . The governor and cou.ncil may, at any 
time in their discret.Lon, autnorize the state contro1:.3r to draw warrants 
for the payment of any money authorized to be ex:pendeu under the pro'Visions 
of this act. 
Sec. 6. Reports. The Maine agricultural experiment stati.on sli.all in 
its reports fully state t he nature of the experimants cond~cted on said 
farm and the results shown and obtained by such experiments~ 
Sec. 7. Repayment. All net revenues d8rived from the experimental 
blueberry farm shall be paid over to the treasurer of state at the end of 
each fiscal year and s hall be credited to the u.~appropriated surplus of the 
general fund of the state until such time as the appropriation for such farm 
has been repaid to the state by such revenue. 
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y STATE OF MAINE 
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NI NETEEN HUNDRED 
FORTY-FIVE 
H. P. 304--L. D. ll2 
AN ACT Imposing a Tax of One and One-quarter Mills Per Pound on 
Blueberries for Conducting Research and Extension Work and Other-
wise Improving the Blueberry Industry of the State. 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of ~ Jaine, as follmrn: 
33. 
R. s., c. 14, §§ 222-233, additional. Chapter 14 of the revised statutes 
is hereby amended by adding thereto 12 new sections to be numbered 222 to 
233, inclusive, to read as follows: 
'Sec. 222. Purpose of ss 222-233 . The production of blueberries is one 
of the most important agricult ural industries of the state of ifai11e, and 
sections 222 to 233, inclusive, are enacted into law to conserve and promote 
the prosperity and welfare of tne state of Haine and of the blueberi7 in-
dustry of the state by conducting scientific investigations and extension 
work relating to the production, processing and marketing of blueberries 
grown in the state. 
Sec. 223. Terms defined. The terms used in sections 222 to 233, inclu-
sive, shall be construed as follows : 
"Blueberries" shall mean and include all blueberries grown, purchased, 
sold or handled for commercial purposes in this state; 
11 Processor 11 shall mean any person, firm, partnership, association or 
corporation engaged in the canning, freezing or dehydrating of blueberries 
whether as ovmer, agent or otherwise; 
"Shipper" shall mean any person, firm, partnership, association or corpo-
ration engaged in the shipping, transporting, storing, selling or otherwise 
handling · of blueberries either in processed form or as fresh fruit, whether 
as owner, agent or otherwise; and 
"Seller" shall mean any person, firm, partnership, association or corpo-
ration offering fresh blueberries for sale, either to themselves or to others .• 
Sec. 224. Tax of l~ mills per pound on olueberries . There is hereby 
levied and imposed a tax at the rate of 1% mills per pound of fresh fruit on 
all blueberries gro~m, purchased, sold, handled or processed in this state. 
The tax shall be computed on a fresh fruit basis, regardless of how the 
blueberries are processed. 
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Sec. 225. Time tax is due 0 The tax i mposed by section 224 shall ce due 
upon any particular lot or quantity of blueberries under the provisions of 
section 228. 
Sec. 226. Processors or shippers to be registered. Every processor or 
shipper of bluehe:;_nries as herein defined shall each year before processing 
or shipping blueberri·"' ~> obtain from the state tax asc:<-;ssor a licer~:>e , The 
state tax assessor srld.:Ll prov'ide the applications for said licenses, which 
shall contain the name under which such processor or s hipper is tr<:.nsact-
ing business within the state, t he place o·c places of busin.Gss, tbe narr.es 
and addresses of the several persons con:->tituting a firm or partfo:: rshi.p, and, 
if a corporation, the corporate name and names and addresses of its prin-
cipal officers and agents within the state. No processor or shipper as here-
in defined shall process or ship any blueberries as herein defined until s·i.:.ch 
license has been issued. Licenses may ba suspended or revoked for ca-:.ise 
after due hearing by the state tax assessor , and all licenses shall expil~e 
July ls t, annually. 
Sec. 227. Processor or shipper required to deduct tax from purchase 
price. Ee.ch processor or s hipper _, purchasing blueberries and paying or 
becoming liable to pay the tax i mposed by section 224, shall charge and 
collect fr om the seller a tax at the rate of l~ mills per pound, to be de-
ducted from the purchase price of all blueberries subject to the tax so pur-
chased by such processor or s hipper. 
Sec. 228~ Report of sales or purchases to be made on or before Novecn-
ber 1st of each year; tax to be paid at time of report; state tax assessor 
to transmit revenues to treasurer of state . Every processor or shipper shall 
keep as a part of his permanent rec:ords a record of all sales or purchases 
of blueberries and said records shall be open for inspection at all times 
as herein~fter provided, and every processor or shiyper shall, on or before 
November 1st of each year, render a re)ort to t he state tax assessor, stat-
ing the quantity of blueberries purchased or sold by him during the current 
season, on forms to be furni .shed by said st ate tax assessor; and said re::_Jort 
shall cont:i.in such further ini'ormation pertinent t hereto as said state tax 
assessor shall prescribe. Wtth said report:!. each processor or shipper s~1.all 
forward payment of the tax at, the rate of 14 mills per pound upon all blue-
berries so reported as sold or purchased. All such ~oney so collected s hall 
be transmitt ed forthwith by the state tax assessor to the treasurer of state. 
Sec. 229. State tax assessor to have authority to ins?ect. The state tax 
assessor or his duly author:L?.ed agents shall have authority to enter any p1ace 
of busine2s of any processor or shipper or any car, boat, truck or other 
conveyance in which blueberr~es are to be transported and to inspect any 
books or records of any processor or shipper , or any pre~ises where blue-
berries are stored, handled, transported or mechancised, for t he purpose 
of determining what blueberries are taxable under tlle provisions of sections 
222 to 233 .~ inclusive, or for the purpose of determining t he truth or falsity 
of any statement or return made by arry processor or shipper, and he shall 
have authority to delegate such power to the commissioner of agriculture, 
his deputies, agents, servants or employees. 
Sec. 230. Penalty for false return or violation of provisions; tax may 
be collected by civil action. Any processor or shipper of blueberries as 
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herein defined, who shall make any false or fraudulent report or return re-
quired by sections 222 to 233, inclusive,, or who s hall evade or violate any 
of the provisions of such sections. shalJ. be punished by a fine of not more 
than 050 per ton of fresh "bluc°b'?-rries i nvolved or fraction ~l.ihereof o When-
ever any processor or shipper shall fail to pay any t.2.z due under the pro-
visions of sections 2~2 to 233, inclusive, within the time limited herein, 
the attorney-ger.eral :=:;:1all enforce payment of such tax by civil action 
against such processor or shipper for t he amount of such tax, either in the 
superior court in and for the county of Ke:mebec or the superior court in 
and for the county in which such processor or s hipper has his residence or 
esbablished place of business. 
Sec . 231. Appropriation of moneys received; how eXJ?encl.ed 0 Moneys 
received through the provisions of secttons 222 to 233, inclusive, by the 
treasurer of state shall be appropriated and used for the following pur-
poses: 
I. For the collection of the tax provided for by section 224 and the 
enforcement of all the provisions of sections 22 2 to 233, inclusive, and 
actual expenses of the advisory committee. 
II. The remainder for the purpose of conducting scientific research and 
extension work relating to the production, processing and marketing of 
blueberries through the Naine agricultural experiment station and c;:Je 
agricultural extension service of the Universit;>' of Naine, in such nanner 
and amounts as the trustees of the university shall determine . Any unex-
pended balance from the above apportionment shall not lapse, but shall be 
carried forward to the same fund for the next f iscal year. 
Sec. 232. Advisory committee established. There is hereby established 
a blueberry industry advisory committee of 7 members who s l1all be appointed 
by the president of the Uni versi t:t of lfaine. Of the 1st appointed corrJni ttee, 
2 shall serve for 1 year , 2 for 2 years and 3 for 3 years; and thereafter 
each member shall be appointed for a 3-year term. Vacancies shall be filled 
for unexpired terms likewise and no member of said committee may succeed 
himself. Their duty shall be to work with the director of the Haine 
agricultural experiment sta·:.ion and the director of the agricultural ex-
tension service in an advisory capacity. (See amendment below.) 
Sec. 233. Tax in addition to other taxes. All t axes imposed and col-
lected under the provisions of sections 222 to 233, inclusive, shall be in 
addition to a.~y other taxes legally imposed or collected under any other 
provision of the law of the state now or hereafter in force. 1 
(Maine Legislature April 20, 1951 s. P. 387--1. D. 935 
(AN ACT Relating to Membership of the Blueberry Industry Advisory Cor.nni ttee. 
(Be it enacted by the People of the State of liaine, as .:'allows: 
( 
( R. s., c. 14 § 232, amended. The 2nd sentence of section 232 of chapter (14 of the revised statutes, as enacted by chapter 281 of the public laws of 
(1945, is hereby repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 
( 
( 10f the appointed comrnittee for 1951, 1 shall serve for 1 year, 2 for 2 
(years·, 1 for 5 years; thereafter, each member shall be appointed for a 
(term of 5 years.' 
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